
Fall 2008 

UPPER DIVISION COURSES 
 
 

MIL ITARY HISTORY OF THE U.S. TO 1900 
 
HIST 386A: John Carlton 
Section 1: Tuesday/Thursday 5:30-6:45 PM    3 credits 
 
"The nation's military history is a constant factor in the evolution of American life. É 
The result is the average American cannot move without bumping into the country's 
military past. É At a thousand unnoticed points, America's military past impinges on his 
daily life. Far from being separate and apart from it, that history helps make his life what 
it is, has been, and will be." (Geoffrey Perret, A Country Made by War) 
 
During this course, we will focus on America's wars and conflicts, campaigns and battles, 
strategies and tactics, and the human cost of combat, but not in isolation. As noted above, 
military actions are an integral part of the general history of this nation. Therefore, to 
provide a more complete perspective, to try to answer questions of how and why, we will 
discuss the United States' military history from colonial days to 1900 in the context of 
political, economic and social conditions of the relevant period. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Allan R. Millett & Peter Maslowski, For the Common Defense: A Military 
History of the United States 

Richard M. Ketchum, The Winter Soldiers 
John S.D. Eisenhower, So Far From God 
Michael Shaara, The Killer Angels 
David Herbert Donald, Why the North Won the Civil War 
Selected articles on e-reserve in the Lied Library 

 
Conduct of the class will consist of lectures, class discussions, video presentations. 
 
Grading will be based two exams, each covering approximately one half of the course 
material, short papers based on assigned readings, battle presentations, and classroom 
participation and attendance. 
 
 

GREAT PERSONALITIES  
FREDERICK I I  (THE GREAT), BISMARCK, HITLER 

 
HIST 388: Colin Loader 
Section 1: Monday/Wednesday 8:30-9:45 AM    3 credits 
 
In the 1961 preface to book that first appeared right at the end of WWII, the British 
historian A.J.P. Taylor wrote: "It was an attempt to plot the course of German history; 



and it shows that it was no more a mistake for the German people to end up with Hitler 
than it is an accident when a river flows into the sea. É Preserving the present situation 
[divided Germany] is the kindest policy towards the Germans themselves.  For only a 
divided Germany can be a free Germany. A reunited Germany would cease to be free: 
either it would become a militaristic state in order to resume the march towards European 
domination, or its power would be compulsorily reduced by foreign interference, if the 
former allies had the sense to come together again in time." For a time Franklin 
Roosevelt subscribed to this view as expressed by one of his advisors: ÒThe threat that 
Germany posed to European and world peace É has been and still anchored in the 
Frederician tradition and in the Bismarck policy of the big stick.Ó 
 
This view of a basic continuity in German history coincides with that of the Nazi regime 
itself. Willy Schumann, remembering his youth during the Third Reich, describes a 
picture in his classroom: ÒIt was a print depicting the heads of four prominent figures in 
German history. É The first portrait was that of Frederick I, called ÔBarbarosa,Õ emperor 
of the Holy Roman Empire during the High Middle Ages. Next to him was the well-
known face of Frederick II of Hohenzollern, Frederick the Great, É who two hundred 
years ago had made Prussia one of the five major European powers. The third head was 
that of Otto von Bismarck, founder of the Second Reich and its first chancellor. É The 
last portrait, on the extreme right, was that of the new leader, FŸhrer and Reichskanzler 
Adolf Hitler.Ó 
 
We will examine the last three of this list, Frederick the Great, Otto von Bismarck and Adolf 
Hitler. Each represents a different century (18th, 19th, 20th), a different philosophy of rule 
(enlightened despot, national realpolitician, totalitarian imperialist) and a different type of 
personality. And we will try to determine whether or not there was any historical continuity of 
the careers of the three men.  
 
The course format is a combination of lecture and discussion.  There will be 3 in-class exams 
plus a comparative take-home final. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Gerhart Ritter, Frederick the Great 
D.G. Williamson, Bismarck and Germany 1862-1890 (Unless I find a better book) 
Sebastian Haffner, The Meaning of Hitler 

 
 

AMERICAN SOCIAL HISTORY TO 1860 
 
HIST 404A/604A:  Jay Coughtry 
Section 1: Tuesday/Thursday 8:30-9:45 AM    3 Credits 
 
This survey of American Social History  up to 1865 will attempt to show that history is 
more than simply Òpast politics,Ó as one commentator once defined the discipline.  
Rather, this course reflects the proposition that the American people (and not simply an 
elite few) played a creative role in shaping the history of the American colonies and the 



early Republic.  Course materials, then, including lectures, films, presentations and 
documentary exercises will examine the lives of the various social groups who are often 
neglected in the story of our past.  We will direct our attention to slaves as well as 
masters, women as well as men, artisans as well as merchants, and the laboring poor as 
well as the local gentry.  We will carry the saga from colonial pre-capitalist beginnings 
through the first stages of American industrial capitalism with an eye on both winners 
and survivors to demonstrate that both helped determine the outcome.  Their mid-19th 
century world and its problems should begin to look familiar to contemporary Americans. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

American Social History Project, Who Built America, vol. I 
Laurel Ulrich, Good Wives 
Ray Raphael, A Peoples’ History of the American Revolution 
Paul Johnson, A Shopkeeper’s Millennium 
Melton A. McLaurin, Celia, A Slave 

 
Note: Graduate students will be assigned additional readings. 
 
Principal assignments will involve three exams, four book quizzes and a research project. 
 
 

UNITED STATES FOREIGN RELATIONS I  
 
HIST 407A/607A:  Joseph A. Fry 
Section 1: Monday/Wednesday 10:00 Ð 11:15 AM    3 Credits 
 
This course examines the history of US foreign relations from the American Revolution 
through 1920. Attention will be given to the domestic political, economic, racial, and 
cultural forces and the geopolitical considerations that influenced the formation of US 
foreign policy and to the impact of those policies abroad. Topics will include: the 
diplomacy of the American Revolution and the years through 1800, the Jeffersonian 
period and War of 1812, westward expansion including both the Indian wars and the 
Mexican War, the Civil War, post-1865 expansion and the Spanish-Cuban-American 
War, the Progressive era, and World War and its aftermath. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

A general textbookÑ to be determined. 
Hietala, Manifest Design: American Exceptionalism and Empire 
Jacobson, Barbarian Virtues: The United States Encounters Foreign Peoples at 

Home and Abroad, 1876-1917 
Kaplan, Thomas Jefferson: Westward the Curse of Empire 
May, ed., The Union, the Confederacy, and the Atlantic Rim 

 
Grading will be based on class attendance and participation, a problem paper in which the 
students assume the role of secretary of state and advise the president on a foreign policy 
issue, a midterm, and a final exam. 



 
There will be additional reading and writing assignments for graduate students (HIST 
607/A). 
 
 

RECENT AMERICA:  
ERA OF FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, 1920-1945 

 
HIST 416A/616A: Eugene Moehring 
Section 1: Tuesday/Thursday 7:00-8:15 PM     3 credits 
 
This course traces American historical developments from the end of World War I to the 
end of World War II. While emphasis will be given to the politics and diplomacy of the 
Harding, Coolidge, Hoover, and Roosevelt Administrations, a variety of other topics will 
also receive attention.  Changing social values, feminism, racial discrimination, ethnic 
and religious tensions, labor tumult, urban problems, educational trends, regional growth 
patterns, cultural achievements, Keynesian welfarism, Fascism, Communism, and other 
relevant topics will all be covered.  
 
There will be a midterm and final exam, four scheduled class discussions of the readings, 
and a term paper on a subject of interest to the student. 
 
REQUIRED READING:  

Sinclair, Lewis, Babbitt  
Donald Worster, Dust Bowl  
Harvard Sitkoff, A New Deal for Blacks 
Michael C. C. Adams, The Best War Ever 

 
 

AFRICAN -AMERICAN HISTORY:  
AMERICAN SCHOOL DESEGREGATION 

 
HIST 433/633:  Todd Robinson 
Section 1: Tuesday 5:30-8:20 PM     3 credits 
 
African Americans have associated education with notions of equality and uplift.  Yet the 
pursuit of education has been difficult for African Americans for much of our nationÕs 
history.  This course examines the complex history of black education in America from 
1865 to the present.  Students will explore how educational apartheid forces us to rethink 
the dominant narratives of American education, democracy, and equality of opportunity.        
We will devote particular attention to the role of the law in accomplishing racial change, 
post-World War II metropolitan growth, de facto and de jure segregation, the busing and 
anti-busing movements, school boycotts, the closing of black schools, and the unfilled 
promise of the Brown v. Board of Education decision.  Finally, we will discuss how our 
historical understanding of these issues may help us engage contemporary debates. 
 



REQUIRED READING: 
Davison M. Douglas, Jim Crow Moves North: The Battle over Northern School 

Segregation, 1865-1954  
Derrick Bell, Silent Covenants: Brown v. Board of Education and the Unfulfilled 

Hopes for Racial Reform  
David S. Cecelski, Along Freedom Road: Hyde County, North Carolina, and the 

Fate of Black Schools in the South 
Ronald Formisano, Boston Against Busing: Race, Class, and Ethnicity in the 

1960s and 1970s 
Jonathan Kozol, Savage Inequalities: Children in America’s Schools 
 

The format of the class will be a short introductory lecture at the beginning of each 
meeting, followed by discussion of the assigned text for the day. A few films may be 
screened for class discussion as well. 
 
Grading will be based on class participation, a mid-term paper (5-10 pages), and a term 
paper (10-15 pages).  
 
There will be extra reading assignments and longer writing assignments for graduate 
students (HIST 633). 
 
 

THE ROLE OF CITIES IN AMERICAN HISTORY 
 
HIST 434/634: Greg Hise 
Section 1: Monday/Wednesday 1:00-2:15 PM    3 credits 
 
This course covers the emergence of America as a nation of cities. Cities have played a 
central role in the formation of states, in the definition of classes, and in defining 
citizenship and identity; they have drawn people from the countryside and from other 
countries; they have been sites for industrial and cultural production. We will examine 
fundamentals of urban history: ideals and ideology, immigration and demography, 
finance and trade, politics and governance, engineering and transit, industrialization and 
the control of nature. We will situate our analysis of key themes such as growth and 
decline, crisis and renewal, economies and ecologies in case studies of New York, 
Chicago, Los Angeles and other first tier cities.  We will consider these great 
metropolises in a system of cities that includes Miami, Houston, Phoenix, and Las Vegas. 
Ultimately our goal is to understand how urban life, politics, and culture shaped a nation 
in order to assess what is at stake when elected officials, journalists, and citizens talk 
about immigrants and a threat to civic society, a decline of public space, and other 
putative crises often associated with American cities.    
 
There will be a midterm and final exam, weekly class discussions of the readings, and a 
term paper on a subject of interest to the student. 
 
REQUIRED READING:  



Articles on e-reserve 
Carl Abbott, The Metropolitan Frontier: Cities in the Modern American West 
Paul Boyer, Urban Masses and Moral Order in America, 1820-1920 
James N. Gregory, The Southern Diaspora: How the Great Migrations of Black 

and White Southerners Transformed America 
Arnold R. Hirsch, Making the Second Ghetto: Race and Housing in Chicago, 

1940-1960 
Gary B. Nash, The Urban Crucible: The Northern Seaports and the Origins of the 

American Revolution 
Becky M. Nicolaides and Andrew Wiese, eds. The Suburb Reader  
Keith D. Revell, Building Gotham: Civic Culture and Public Policy in New York 

City, 1898-1938 
 
Graduate students enrolled in HIST 634 will read additional texts, write a literature 
review, and craft a longer essay.   
 
 

AMERICAN ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY 
 
HIST 441/641: Andrew Kirk 
Section 210/290 [Distance Education]      3 credits 
 
This course explores the relationship between human beings and the physical 
environment on the North American continent. Students will examine the ways different 
cultural groups have used and transformed the continent and the ebb and flow of 
consciousness about the environment from its roots in the nineteenth century to the rise of 
environmentalism in the twentieth century.   
 
REQUIRED READING: 

William Cronon, Changes in the Land 
Andrew Kirk, Counterculture Green 
Ted Steinberg, Down to Earth 
Richard White, The Organic Machine 
Ernest Callenbach, Ecotopia  

 
Grading will be based on class participation, quizzes, an exam, and a comparative essay.  
 
 

LATINOS IN THE AMERICAN WEST 
 
History 444/644: Maria Raquel Casas 
Section 1:Tuesday/Thursday 4:00-5:15 PM     3 credits 
 
The main purpose of this course is to introduce students to the history and culture of 
Latinos in the U.S West paying particular attention to Mexican Americans beginning 
from the first Spanish explorations to the present. With the recent emergence of Central 



American and South American immigrants into this geographical space in the late 
twentieth century, the history of Latinos in the U.S. West has become a multi-voiced 
narrative. Due to this complexity, understanding the difference amongst Latinos 
themselves and how they have become integrated into American society is the main focus 
of this course. Using Mexican Americans as the main focal point, important social, 
economic, and cultural developments will be examined with these extremely diverse 
ethnic groups, especially as they intersect with racial, gender, and class ideologies. Rather 
than speaking of dominance and marginality, how these societies and cultures interact 
and "other" each other, as well as other ethnic groups, will be integral to understanding 
how this course is both a critique and yet a continuance of mainstream American history. 
 
Grades will be determined using the following criteria: Attendance and class 
participation, 20% Journal 20% Mid-term paper 30% Final paper 30%   
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Douglas Monroy, Thrown Among Strangers  
Manuel G. Gonzales, Mexicanos: A History of Mexicans in the United States  
Dianne Walta Hart, Undocumented in L.A.  
Linda Gordon, The Great Arizona Orphan Abduction Pagan,  
Eduardo Obregon, Murder at the Sleepy Lagoon  
Ignacio Garcia, United We Win  
Other supplemental readings will be placed on e-reserve in the Library. 

 
 

HISTORY OF JAPAN TO 1800 
 
HIST 449A/649A: Yuma Totani 
Section 2: Monday/Wednesday 4:00-5:15 PM     3 
credits 
 
This course explores aspects of Japanese civilization since the prehistoric time to the end 
of eighteenth century. Topics to be investigated includeÑ but not limited toÑ the Sino-
Japanese relationship in the ancient period; the origin of the imperial institution; 
aristocracy and warrior tradition in medieval Japan; the rise of the shogunal government; 
Buddhism; civil war and unification in the 16th century; the introduction of Christianity; 
Confucian thought; and popular culture in the Edo period. Students will read a selection 
of historical writings such as ancient Chinese chronicles, legal documents, fictions, 
autobiographies, and folk tales. A few films may also be screened so as to consider how 
certain historical themes such as bushidō are given modern interpretations in Japan today.  
 
REQUIRED READING: 

W. G., Beasley. The Japanese Experience: A Short History of Japan. University 
of California Press, 1999. 

The Kojiki: Records of Ancient Matters, trans. Basil Hall Chamberlain. Tuttle 
Publishing. 2005. 



The Pillow Book of Sei Shōnagon, trans. Ivan Morris. New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1991. 

Ihara Saikaku. This Scheming World. trans. Masanori Takatsuka and David C. 
Stubbs. Tuttle Publishing, 1965 

Course Packet 
 
COURSE FORMAT: Students will have weekly reading assignments. They are required 
not only to attend weekly lectures but also to participate in class discussions. Grading 
will be based on class participation, midterm and final exams, a 5-page essay, and a 10-
page term paper. 
 
There will be extra reading materials and longer writing assignments for graduate 
students. 
 
 

PROSEMINAR 
WAR &  GENOCIDE 

 
 History 451: Janet Ward 
 Section 1: Monday/Wednesday 11:30 AM-12:45 PM     3 Credits 
 
This pro-seminar class will discuss research methodology and historical evidence, 
followed by guided research leading to a major research paper based on primary sources. 
The overall theme for the semester in terms of the selected readings will be the 
comparative history of war and genocide; however, students may choose to write on a 
different approved topic for the research paper. The grade for the course will be based on 
a book critique, class participation, an oral presentation of oneÕs research project, and the 
final research essay. Prerequisite: HIST 251; nine credits of history. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Michael J. Galgano, J. Chris Arndt, & Raymond M. Hyser, Doing History: 
Research and Writing in the Digital Age (Boston, MA: Thomson Wadsworth, 
2008) 
Additional required articles & essays on E-Reserve at Lied Library 

 
 

PROSEMINAR 
20th CENTURY AMERICA 

 
HIST 451: Mary Wammack 
Section 2: Monday/Wednesday 1:00-2:15 PM      3 credits 
 
Students in this seminar will investigate a topic of twentieth-century American history, 
perform primary source research, develop an original and cogent argument, and produce 
an organized and informative 25-30 page research paper. During the first few weeks, the 
class will discuss research methods and resources. Each student will then prepare a 



prospectus, a preliminary bibliography, and formulate a research plan. For the remainder 
of the semester, students will research, write, and critique one anotherÕs work. Following 
evaluation and discussion of preliminary drafts, students will revise and finalize their 
papers.  
 
One of the goals is to create a seminar that is intellectually stimulating, productive, and 
enjoyable. Students are expected to attend each class, to contribute substantively to 
discussions about literature and methods, and to participate in the construction of a 
respectful and supportive environment where history can be conceptualized, analyzed, 
and written. Students will be evaluated on the quality of their research paper, written 
assignments, participation, and attendance.  
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Booth, Colomb, Williams, The Craft of Research 
Strunk, White, The Elements of Style 
Additional reading selections on reserve at Lied Library. 

 
 

PROSEMINAR 
HOMEFRONT IN NEVADA, 1941-1945 

 
HIST 451: Jay Coughtry 
Section 3: Tuesday 2:30-5:20 PM       3 credits 
 
In this seminar format course, students, having taken the prerequisite 251 course, will 
now be guided through the process of producing a primary source research paper.  The 
subject for this semester is ÒThe Home Front in Nevada, 1941-1945.Ó  No other topics 
will be accepted, and each individual topic must be approved in writing by the instructor.  
 
A course calendar will indicate both weekly assignments and due dates for the various 
stages of the work in progress.  Students must attend regularly, participate and follow all 
steps designated in the course calendar.  No paper will be accepted that has not proceeded 
through each of the required phases.  
 
The course grade will rest on the paper grade and attendance as follows.  Each absence 
above one will result in a deduction of one-half letter grade from the final course grade 
i.e. the paper grade.  Papers not submitted on the final due date will be penalized one 
letter grade for each day the paper is late.  Work not submitted on intermediate deadlines 
[marked with an asterisk (*) on the calendar] will result in smaller grade deductions.  
Finally, no incompletes will be given in the course. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Allan Winkler, Home Front U.S.A. American during World War II (2nd ed.) 
William Strunk and E.B. White, The Elements of Style 

 
 



POPULAR CULTURE IN 20TH CENTURY AMERICA 
 
HIST 452B/652B:  Elizabeth Fraterrigo 
Section 1: Tuesday/Thursday 8:30-9:45 AM    3 Credits 
 
This course examines changing values, practices, and beliefs in twentieth-century 
America as expressed through various forms of popular amusement, leisure, and 
entertainment.  Far from being Òwhite noiseÓÑ a meaningless, unintelligible whir in the 
background of our daily lifeÑ popular culture represents a contested site of expression 
that merits our attention and analysis.  This course traces the development of a variety of 
cultural forms, including vaudeville, film, popular music, social dancing, cabarets, 
advertising, sports, and television as key components of modern life, which helped 
Americans explore their transforming world while also revealing deep tensions within it.  
Among the questions this course will consider are the creation of cultural hierarchy; the 
emergence of a consumer ethic; changing attitudes toward sexuality and new roles for 
women; and the intersection of popular amusement, consumer culture, and cultural style 
with issues of race, class, ethnicity, gender, and nation. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Thomas Zeiller, Ambassadors in Pinstripes: the Spalding World Baseball Tour 
and the Birth of the American Empire 

Roland Marchand, Advertising the American Dream 
Lewis Erenberg, The Greatest Fight of Our Generation 
Judith Smith, Visions of Belonging: Family Stories, Popular Culture and Postwar 

Democracy, 1940-1960 
Thomas Frank, The Conquest of Cool 
Gil Troy, Morning in America: How Ronald Reagan Invented the 1980s 
And additional articles 

 
There will be extra reading and writing assignments for graduate students (HIST 652B). 
 
 

HISTORY OF CHINA TO 1800 
 
History 455A/655A: Sue Fawn Chung      3 credits 
Section 1: Tuesday/Thursday 8:30-9:45 AM 
 
This course will delve into the foundations of Chinese history from  prehistoric times 
until 1800 with an emphasis on philosophy, the  imperial tradition, emperors and 
empresses, influential leaders,  international relations especially with neighboring 
nomadic tribesmen,  and economic development. Traditional China influenced Japan, 
Korea, and  Southeast Asia in government, economics, and language. The concept of  the 
Mandate of Heaven gave the emperor his power but the popular right  to revolt gave the 
people a way to show their dissatisfaction. ChinaÕs  philosophers, most notably 
Confucius, Mencius, Laozi, Chuangzi, and  Xunzi, influenced the world. The purpose of 
this course is to give  students a greater appreciation of a tradition and culture whose 



values  and orientation are different from the western world but one that has  had an 
impact on the west.  
 
This is primarily a lecture class with some audio-visual materials  (tentatively scheduled). 
There are two examinations (mid-term and final)  and one term paper. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Mark Lewis, The Early Chinese Empires 
F. W. Mote, Imperial China 
Philip Ivanhoe and Bryan van Norden, Readings in Classical Chinese Philosophy 
One additional book 

 
There will be additional reading for graduate students 
 
 

TOPICS IN MODERN CHINA  
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA IN 

THE 20TH CENTURY 
 
 History 455/655: Sue Fawn Chung  
 Section 1: Tuesday/Thursday 10:00-11:15 AM      3 credits 
 
The 21st century opened with concerns about global relations,  particularly between the 
United States and China (PRC). How did early  relations shaped present day relations? 
Was the MFN status a good move  from the perspective of China and the U.S.? What 
effect has the economic  growth in China had upon the American economy? How much 
U.S. involvement  should occur on the issue of the reunification of Taiwan (ROC) and 
 China? What problems must be resolved in the rapidly modernizing China?  What 
should the U.S. do about illegal Chinese immigrants, especially  from Fujian province? 
How has the Olympics impacted Chinese economy,  U.S. relations, and China_s position 
in the world?  This course will focus upon what happened between the two countries 
 during the late 18th-early 21st centuries, especially images of each  other, trade relations, 
and human rights issues, and how perceptions and  events have changed in the early years 
of the 21st century. An  understanding of the Chinese position will be critical in 
analyzing the  past and present situation. Some of the lessons learned from the 
 diplomatic relations of both countries are applicable to foreign  relations in general.  
 
 This course is primarily a discussion class with some lectures and audio-visual  materials 
(tentatively scheduled). No previous knowledge about Chinese  history is necessary to 
take this course, but a general outline of  19th and 20th century Chinese history would be 
useful as background  preparation. 
 
REQUIRED READING; 

Warren Cohen, America’s Response to China: A History of Sino-American 
Relations 

David Arkush and Leo Lee, Land Without Ghosts 



James Mann, About Face: A History of America's Curious Relationship with 
China 

There will be one additional book 
 
 

ROMAN CIVILIZATION 
 
HIS 458/658: Andrew Bell 
Section 1: Monday/Wednesday 4:00-5:15 PM    3 credits 
 
This course offers a survey of Roman history from earliest times to the late antique 
period. The principal focus is, however, upon the social and political developments of the 
later Republic: we shall try to understand why and how Rome evolved from a republic 
into the monarchy established by Augustus Caesar.  Primary sources will be read in 
translation. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Naphtali Lewis and Meyer Reinhold (eds.), Roman Civilization: Volume I, The 
Republic and the Augustan Age  
Virgil, Aeneid (trans. Robert Fitzgerald) 
Colin Wells, The Roman Empire  
Penguin Historical Atlas of Ancient Rome  

 
There will be more reading required of graduate students.  
 
 

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AND NAPOLEON 
 
HIST 462/662: Gregory Brown 
Section 1: Tuesday 5:30-6:45 PM     3 Credits 
 
The French Revolution remains one of the crucial events of modern European and world 
history; for over 200 years, it has been celebrated, commemorated, and debated.  This 
class will introduce students to the dramatic events which saw the end of Old Regime 
Europe through the displacement of the Church as the source of moral authority; the 
dismantling of the feudal social system; and the overthrow of a 1000-year old monarchy. 
We will discuss in detail the Revolutionary debates over how to enshrine new principles 
of human rights, individual liberty, representative democracy and social equality in law 
and to establish the largest republic in history to that time. We will consider the 
relationship between political reform and warfare, since throughout the period of the 
Revolution, France was at war internally and with much of the rest of Europe. We will 
also analyze the ways in which the Revolution transformed culture, so that men and 
women came to think of themselves in new ways. Finally, we will seek to understand the 
unexpected culmination of these epic struggles in a powerful, central government in 
France under Napoleon. This course proposes not merely a narration of the events of the 
Revolution but also an in-depth exposure to primary sources B texts, images, and songs 



of the period. Furthermore, we will engage with the rich and sophisticated historiography 
of the Revolution, which has made the topic a matter of contemporary debate around the 
world. This course then will give students not only a greater understanding of a crucial 
transformation in world history, but also of why that event remains relevant and crucial, 
even in twenty-first century America. 
 
REQUIRED READING:   (all available as paperbacks) 

David Andress, The French Revolution and the People (2006) 
Ruth Scurr, Fatal Purity: Robespierre and the French Revolution (2007) 
Jennifer Heuer, The Family and the Nation: Gender and Citizenship in 

Revolutionary France (2007) 
Laurent Dubois, A Colony of Citizens: Revolution & Slave Emancipation in the 

French Caribbean, 1787-1804 
David Bell, The First Total War: Napoleon’s Europe and the Birth of Warfare 

(2007) 
Lynn Hunt, The French Revolution and Human Rights (1996) 
Rafe Blaufarb, Napoleon: Symbol for an Age (2007) 

 
SUGGESTED READING: (for those new to the topic, choose 1 of these) 

Jeremy Popkin, A Short History of the French Revolution (4th edition) 
William Doyle, The Oxford History of the French Revolution (2nd edition) 

 
Graduate students enrolled in 662 should contact the instructor prior to the start of the fall 
semester; graduate students will meet with the instructor as a group every second or third 
week to discuss additional readings, to be placed on reserve.  
 
 

EUROPEAN DIPLOMATIC HISTORY SINCE 1815 
 
HIST 466/666: Paul Werth 
Section 1: Tuesday/Thursday 8:30-9:45 AM     3 credits 
 
This course analyzes major developments in international relations among the European 
states from the Congress of Vienna (1815) to the aftermath of the Cold War.  While 
focusing on particular crises and conferences of great international significance, we will 
attempt also to uncover the principles at the foundation of international relations in each 
particular era.  In order to foster greater student participation and deeper comprehension 
of the processes in question, we will stage a series of diplomatic conferences, during 
which students will be expected to articulate the positions of various states.  These 
conferences will center on major diplomatic moments in European history, while 
"regular" class sessions will fill in the intermediary spaces.  Students will be responsible 
for researching the positions of the states they represent and for understanding the general 
constellation of forces at the given time.  
 
REQUIRED READING: 

John Ikenberry, After Victory (Princeton University Press, 2000) 



And other readings TBA.  
 
GRADUATE READING (beyond the titles listed above) 

Extra title for graduate students will be identified. 
 
There may also be limited readings either posted on the instructor's website or on 
electronic reserve at the library.  
 
 

REVOLUTION AND REACTION IN CONTEMPORARY 
 LATIN AMERICA 

 
HIST 471/671: Tom Wright 
Section 1: Tuesday/Thursday 2:30-3:45 PM     3 credits 
 
This course examines Latin American political history from the 1950s to the present.  It 
begins with the Cuban Revolution of 1959, which brought Fidel Castro to power.  Its 
thesis is that the Cuban Revolution, by its example, was the driving force in Latin 
American politics until the end of the Cold War.  Initially the Cuban Revolution 
catalyzed revolutionary movements throughout the hemisphere, but later engendered a 
reaction against change that in some cases took the form of governments that embraced 
state terrorism. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Daniel Castro, ed., Revolution and Revolutionaries: Guerrilla Movements in Latin 
America (Scholarly Resources, 1999) 

Daniel James, ed., The Complete Bolivian Diaries of Che Guevara and other 
Captured Documents (Cooper Square Press, 2000) 

Thomas C. Wright, Latin America in the Era of the Cuban Revolution, 2nd edition 
(Praeger, 2001) 

One more book to be selected 
And selected readings on electronic reserve 

 
 

HISTORY OF THE ANDEAN REGION 
 
HIST 473/673: Tom Wright 
Section 1: Tuesday-Thursday 11:30-12:45     3 credits 
 
This course examines the human history of the central and southern Andes from the pre-
Inca civilizations to the present. It includes the formation of early civilizations, the Inca 
empire, the Spanish conquest, colonial society and institutions, the independence 
movements, and the republics of Peru, Bolivia, and Chile. Emphasis is placed on the 
three countriesÕ different approaches to dealing with their colonial legacies in the 
twentieth century.  
 



READINGS: 
John Hemming, The Conquest of the Incas 
Isabel Allende, The House of the Spirits 
Pamela Constable and Arturo Valenzuela, A Nation of Enemies: Chile under 

Pinochet 
And selected readings on electronic reserve 

 
 

ISLAMIC AND MIDDLE EASTERN HISTORY SINCE 1750 
 
HIST 478B/678B: John Curry 
Section 1: Monday/Wednesday 11:30 AM-12:45 PM   3 Credits 
 
This course examines the historical trajectory of what is broadly defined as the modern 
Middle East from a period dating from the sixteenth century up to recent times.  The 
predominant focus of the course will be on events in the central Arabic-speaking world 
(consisting of Egypt, the Levant, Iraq and SaÕudi Arabia), and also Turkey and Iran.  
Over the course of the semester, we seek to better understand how the various states and 
regions of the Middle East became integrated into a growing global economic and 
political system that ultimately came to be dominated by Western Europe, and later, the 
United States.  It also seeks to better understand how the indigenous leadership and 
peoples of the Middle East grappled with the challenges posed by the advent of the 
modern world. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 
 William L. Cleveland.  A History of the Modern Middle East, 3rd ed.  Boulder,  
  CO:  Westview Press, 2004.  ISBN #0-8133-4048-9 (paperback) 
 Daily online readings, available at my website at http://faculty.unlv.edu/curryj5  
  under the ÒCourses OfferedÓ link. (Password will be required). 
 
Assignments will include a midterm examination, problem-based learning sections 
involving the study of primary sources, a short paper dealing with an in-depth assessment 
of a key primary source, and a final examination.  Graduate students will extend the short 
paper assignment into a more in-depth study on a topic of their choosing. 
 
 

WOMEN IN EARLY MODERN EUROPE 
 
HIST 492A/692A:  Elspeth Whitney 
Section 1: Tuesday 4:00-6:45 PM     3 credits 

 
The early modern period was a crucial period in European history encompassing, among 
other things,  the rise of the nation state,  the  Renaissance and Reformation,  the 
development of capitalism and the Scientific Revolution.   These important events, 
however, had conflicting  effects on the position of women.  On the one hand,  womenÕs  
participation in religious movements,  in the work force,   in the production of culture and 



in politics helped shape early modern society. The early modern period was one of 
powerful female rulers, including Elizabeth I of England,  Queen Isabella of Spain and 
Catherine deÕMedici,  and influential female humanists, artists, scientists and writers,  
some of whom began to articulate what could be called proto-feminist arguments.  
Ordinary womenÕs work continued to be an essential part of  the European economy. On 
the other hand,  the early modern period was one in which gender hierarchies were more 
rigidly enforced and women as a group lost status and autonomy.  Women became to a 
much greater extent legally dependent on men. As menÕs roles became professionalized,  
women roleÕs were increasingly confined to the domestic sphere of marriage and the 
family and womenÕs work increasingly marginalized.  Paradoxically,  the time of the 
birth of modern science was also the time of the European witch hunts. 
 
This course will explore the roots of this complex picture.  Not only will we gain a better 
understanding of early modern women but, by examining the role of gender in social 
relations,  we will gain a deeper understanding of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
as a whole.  
 
REQUIRED READING    (subject to revision) 

Merry E. Wiesner, Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe (Cambridge, 
1993) 

Laura Gowing,  Domestic Dangers: Women, Words, and Sex in Early Modern 
London (Oxford, 1999) 

The writings of women authors (format to be announced) 
Lyndal Roper,  Witchcraze: Terror and Fantasy in Baroque Germany (Yale, 

2006) 
Margaret King,  Women of the Renaissance (1991) 
Class handouts (on electronic reserve and given out in class). 

 
REQUIRED READINGS FOR 691B   

 2 books TBA and/or chosen by the student in consultation with the instructor 
 

Grading will be based on class participation, two or three take-home essay exams,   one 
or two quizzes and one short in-class report. 
 
Graduate students will have additional readings and writing assignments.. 
 
 

ADVANCED HISTORICAL STUDIES  
U.S. WOMEN SINCE 1960 

 
HIST 498/698: Joanne Goodwin 
Section 1: Monday 2:30-5:20 PM     3 credits 
 
Nearly fifty years ago, John F. Kennedy announced that Americans stood at the edge of a 
new frontier Ð Òthe frontier of unfulfilled hopes and dreamsÓ Ð and resolved that his 
administration would address the countryÕs unsolved problems. Race and civil rights held 



a key place on his domestic agenda; however, gender and womenÕs rights (and all the 
intersections thereof) did not. Nevertheless, during the past half century women from 
various backgrounds experienced significant changes in their lives. This course explores 
the political and social dynamics of that change. 
 
The course begins with a review of the status of women at the beginning of the period, 
the cultural assumptions influencing women, and their participation in the labor force. It 
explores the emergence of womenÕs activism within multiple movements during the 
1960s and 1970s including civil rights, womenÕs liberation, anti-poverty, and lesbian and 
gay rights. In addition to the emergence of identity politics, the course will explore the 
development of ÒwomenÕs issuesÓ by a politicized constituency; issues such as 
reproductive rights, healthcare, pay equity, sexual harassment, daycare, poverty, and anti-
violence (rape, incest, and battering). Raising these issues to a new level of public 
awareness helped to change the way our society understood the power relations of these 
issues, the laws governing them, and led to transformations in the workplace and family. 
By the late 1970s, an increasingly powerful conservative movement and select 
spokeswomen articulated their opposition to the changes underway and to what they 
described as Òculture wars.Ó These tensions expanded over the subsequent decades and 
remain evident today, despite lowered barriers to education, employment, and personal 
liberties. The course concludes with an assessment of the current status of women 
including writings from the Òthird wave.Ó 
 
This class meets as an advanced-level seminar. Students must complete all of the reading 
prior to class and be prepared to discuss it.  Your regular participation and attendance 
count in your course grade.  Your grade will also be determined by essay and class 
assignments. Graduate students (HIST 698) will have extra reading assignments and 
longer writing assignments. 
 
REQUIRED READING: (These may be changed. Check with the professor.) 

Estelle Freedman, No Turning Back: The History of Feminism and the Future of 
Women (New York: Ballantine, 2002) 

Donald T. Critchlow. Phyllis Schlafly and Grassroots Conservatism: A Woman's 
Crusade. (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press. 2006). (selected 
chapters) 

Rosalyn Baxandall and Linda Gordon, eds. Sisters: Dispatches from the Women's 
Liberation Movement. (New York: Basic Books, 2000). 

Vicki Crawford, et.al., eds., Women and the Civil Rights Movement, (1990). 
 
 

ADVANCED HISTORICAL STUDIES  
HISTORIC PRESERVATION IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

 
HIST 498/698: Andrew Kirk 
Section 2: Monday 2:30-5:20 PM     3 credits 
 



This course examines the history and theory of the historic preservation movement in the 
United States, the legal basis for preservation of the built environment, and the practical 
methodology of historic preservation.  Readings will trace the evolution of historic 
preservation in American culture and the relationship between preservation and broader 
trends in environmentalism and landscape preservation.   
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Stewart Brand, How Buildings Learn: What Happens After They’re Built   
Fitch, Historic Preservation: Curatorial Management of the Built World 
Robert Stipe, A Richer Heritage: Historic Preservation in the Twenty-First 

Century 
Chris Wilson, The Myth of Santa Fe: Creating a Modern Regional Tradition 
Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses    

 
Grading will be based on class participation, one short essay, a midterm, and a National 
Register research project. 
 
 

ADVANCED HISTORICAL STUDIES  
HISTORY OF SEXUALITY IN THE U.S. 

 
HIST 498/698: Marcia M. Gallo 
Section 3: Monday/Wednesday 4:00-5:15 PM    3 credits 
 
What is the relevance of sexuality to the study of history, and what is the significance of 
history to the study of sexuality?  We will answer these questions by examining the 
changing meanings of sexuality and sex/gender roles as shaped by changes in 
demography, technology, ideologies, economy, and other historical forces.  We will trace 
the history of sexuality in the U.S. from colonial ÒcontactÓ to the present time. We also 
will explore how the study of sexuality offers opportunities to re-think major themes in 
U.S. history such as the impact of colonization; changing definitions of democracy; and 
ongoing disputes over freedom of speech and religion, immigration, and racial and 
gender equality, among others. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Peiss, Kathy, ed. Major Problems in the History of American Sexuality (2002).  
Additional assigned readings (articles and/or essays)  

 
The format of the class will be a mix of lecture, film viewings, and student-led 
discussion. To do well, you must complete all of the reading prior to class, and you must 
come to class prepared to discuss and analyze what you have read.  In addition, the films 
we view in class are as important as our readings. Your regular participation and 
attendance count for much of your course grade.  Your grade also will be determined by 
essay and class assignments.  In short, consistency and effort, as well as quality of work, 
will determine your grade. 
 



There will be extra reading assignments and longer writing assignments for graduate 
students (HIST 698). 
 
 

GRADUATE COURSES 
 
 

COLLOQUIUM IN  
AMERICAN CULTURAL/INTELLECTUAL HISTORY 

 
 
HIST 724: David Holland 
Section 1:  Wednesday 4:00-6:45 PM     3 credits 
 
This graduate colloquium engages scholarly literature stretching from Puritan settlement 
to the turn of the nineteenth century.  It is designed to cover the major topics in early 
American intellectual and cultural history: religious thought, scientific advancement, 
domestic ideals, political ideologies, and theories of race and gender.  The course will 
provide both historical information and historiographical context in which students can 
situate the readings.  The bulk of the course will be spent analyzing the course texts, with 
the aim of understanding the issues historians confront and the strategies they use in 
addressing them. 
 
REQUIRED READING (Books): 

David Hackett Fischer, Albion’s Seed Oxford 1989 
David D. Hall, World of Wonder, Days of Judgment Harvard 1990 
Selections from T.D. Bozemon, To Live Ancient Lives  North Carolina 1988 
Jack Greene, Pursuits of Happiness   North Carolina 1991 
Henry May, The Enlightenment in America  Oxford 1978  
George Marsden, Jonathan Edwards: A Life  Yale 2004  
Edmund Morgan, Inventing the People Norton 1989  
Gordon Wood, The Radicalism of the American Revolution Vintage 1991   
Jon Butler, Awash in a Sea of Faith Harvard 1990 
Bernard Bailyn, Strangers within the Realm   North Carolina 1991 
Winthrop Jordan, White Man’s Burden Oxford 1974 
Bruce Dain, A Hideous Monster of the Mind Harvard 2003  
Linda Kerber, Women of the Republic North Carolina 1997  

 
There will be articles assigned in addition to the books listed above. 
 
Grading will be based on class participation/presentation and 3 medium-length essays (6-
8 pages.) 
 
 
 



COLLOQUIUM IN AMERICAN WESTERN HISTORY 
 
HIST 726: Willard Rollings 
Section 1:  Thursday 4:00-6:45 PM      3 credits 
 
The primary aim of this course is to expose you to a broad spectrum of recent important 
Native American history and foster a broader and more sensitive understanding of the 
history and lifeways of the Native Americans of North America. Our approach will be 
that of ethnohistory, a blend of the cultural perspectives of anthropology and the tools 
and methodology of history.  
 
The format of this course consists of a weekly seminar when required readings will be 
discussed in depth. In each session all students will read a single book in common In 
addition three students will read three other books by different authors writing on the 
same theme. These students will make fifteen minute presentations of their books with 
appropriate explanation, analysis and criticism. Each class will thus involve the 
discussion of four books presented topically. 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Loretta Fowler, Arapahoe Politics, 1851-1978: Symbols in Crisis of Authority. 
Donald Parman, The Navajo and the New Deal. 
Theda Perdue, Cherokee Women: Gender and Culture Change. 
Francis Prucha, The Great Father: The United States Government and the 

American Indian.  
Daniel Richter, Facing East from Indian Country: a Native History of Early 

America. 
John Stands in Timber and Margo Liberty, Cheyenne Memories. 
Robert Utley, The Indian Frontier of the American West: 1846 – 1890. 
James Welch, Fools Crow. 
Richard White, Roots of Dependency: Subsistence, Environment, and Social 

Change among the Choctaws, Pawnees, and Navajos.  
Richard White, The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great 

Lakes Region, 1650 – 1815. 
John Wunder, “Retained by the People.” 

 
 

RESEARCH SEMINAR IN EUROPEAN 
CULTURAL/INTELLECTUAL HISTORY 

 
HIST 729: Janet Ward 
Section 1:  Tuesday 2:30-5:30 PM      4 credits 
 
This seminar focuses on the centrality of war and genocide to understanding the modern 
period. The course is designed to help students produce an original article-length research 
paper, using extensive primary and secondary sources, with reference either to the course 
theme or to another approved topic in cultural/intellectual history. The course will blend 



discussions of historical methodology, historiographical issues, and the uses of primary 
evidence with selected readings in the comparative history of genocide.  An oral 
presentation on the selected research topic will be required of all students.  
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Ben Kiernan, Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide and Extermination 
from Sparta to Darfur (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2007) 

Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness 
(http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/ConDark.html) 

Additional required articles & essays on E-Reserve at Lied Library 
 
 

RESEARCH SEMINAR IN  
THE AFRICAN DIASPORA 

 
HIST 731: Kevin Dawson 
Section 1:  Monday 4:00-7:30  PM    4 credits 
 
In this seminar format course students will be guided through the process of producing a 
20-25 page primary source research paper on the experiences on members of the African 
diaspora.  There is no single theme and students are free to consider and social or cultrual 
topic pertaining to the African diaspora between the years of 1444 and 1888.  Students 
will receive a course calendar with due dates noted for the various stages of the work in 
progress: topic selection; topic focusing; bibliographies; research etc. The entire course 
grade will rest on the grade assigned to the finished paper.  However, attendance will be 
taken for all required class meetings and each absence above one will result in a half 
letter grade from the final grade.  Late papers will be penalized a half letter grade for each 
day beyond the deadline.  Finally, no incompletes will be given in the course. 
 
 

HISTORY AND POLICY 
CHILDREN IN SOCIETY/SELECTED PROBLEMS 

 
HIST 748/LAW 711: David Tanenhaus 
Section 1:  Monday/Wednesday   PM     3 credits 
 
REQUIRED READING: 

Nicholas Orme, Medieval Children (2003) 
Holly Brewer, By Birth or Consent:  Children, Law, and the Anglo-American 

Revolution  
in Authority (2005) 
Michael Grossberg, A Judgment for Solomon: The d’Hauteville Case and  
Legal Experience in Antebellum America (1996) 
James Marten, The Children’s Civil War (2000) 



Stephen Robertson, Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture 
in New  

York City, 1880 to 1960 (2005) 
Joan Jacobs Brumberg, Kansas Charley:  The Boy Murderer (2004) 
Fox Butterfield, All God’s Children:  The Bosket Family and the American 

Tradition of  
Violence (2008) 
Barry Feld, Bad Kids:  Race and the Transformation of the Juvenile Court (1999) 
Martin Guggenheim, What’s Wrong with Children’s Rights? (2007) 
 
Additional readings include journal articles and primary courses. 

 
Grading will be based on class participation, weekly memos, a presentation, and a short 
research paper.  
 
 


